
 

 

GUIDANCE NOTE    
 

Reference  OGC No. 7 /2026 

Title GIR and Foreign Lodgment Notification 

Subtitle Guidance on the GIR and Foreign GIR Lodgment Notification 

Purpose 
This guidance sets out the requirements and procedures for the filing 
of the GloBE Information Return and the notification to be lodged if the 
GIR is filed in a foreign jurisdiction. 

GIR and Foreign Lodgment Notification 

The Global Information Return (GIR) is an information return: 

 developed by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) Inclusive Framework; and  

 containing information to enable tax administrations, including the Barbados 
Revenue Authority, to perform risk assessments and evaluate the correctness 
of an entity’s top-up tax liability under the Global Anti-Base Erosion (GloBE) 
Rules.  

The GIR is intended to be a single information return for a multinational enterprise 
group (MNE group). 

The GIR generally consists of: 

 a general section; and  
 jurisdictional sections.  

General Section 

Under the general section, an MNE group: 

 provides information relating to the MNE group as a whole; and  
 identifies the filing constituent entities and the structure of the group.  

Jurisdictional Sections 

Under the jurisdictional sections, an MNE group provides information relating to: 

 each jurisdiction in which the MNE group operates; and  
 jurisdictions where relevant safe harbours or exclusions apply.  
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For jurisdictions where safe harbours or exclusions do not apply, the MNE group must 
generally report for each jurisdiction: 

 detailed effective tax rate (ETR) computations;  
 top-up tax calculations; and  
 allocation of top-up tax, where applicable.  

The sections required in the GIR depend on the dissemination approach agreed by 
the OECD Inclusive Framework.  Barbados has adopted reporting and record-keeping 
requirements consistent with this approach. 

Filing Obligation in Barbados 

Under Barbados’ implementation of the GloBE Rules, each Barbados constituent 
entity of an MNE group is generally required to file a GIR with the Barbados Revenue 
Authority unless a valid central filing arrangement applies. 

A constituent entity generally includes any entity whose financial results are 
consolidated into the financial statements of the ultimate parent entity (UPE). 

Consistent with the GloBE Rules, Barbados permits an MNE group to nominate an 
entity to file a single GIR on behalf of all constituent entities. This may include: 

 a local designated filing entity (DFE) for filing with the Barbados Revenue 
Authority; or  

 a foreign UPE or DFE for filing with a foreign tax authority.  

Where a foreign filing occurs: 

 each Barbados constituent entity must submit a foreign lodgment notification; 
or  

 a  local designated filing entity may submit a single notification on behalf of all 
Barbados constituent entities.  

The foreign lodgment notification will be done through a Barbados Revenue Authority 
portal in the form prescribed by the Commissioner.    

A Barbados constituent entity shall still have a GIR filing or notification obligation even 
where the Barbados top-up tax liability is nil. 

Local Filing Switch-Off 

A Barbados constituent entity will generally not be required to file a GIR where: 

 the GIR has been filed by a foreign UPE or DFE in another jurisdiction;  
 the GIR is filed within the required deadline of 18 months or 15 months, as the 

case may be;  
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 the foreign jurisdiction has a Qualifying Competent Authority Agreement 
(QCAA) in effect with Barbados; and  

 the GIR is exchanged with Barbados under that Agreement.  

Where these conditions are satisfied, the Barbados filing obligation for the GIR is 
effectively switched off. 

However, Barbados constituent entities must still ensure that: 

 any required foreign lodgment notification is submitted to the Barbados 
Revenue Authority within the prescribed timeframe; and  

 all applicable domestic filing and record-keeping obligations under Barbados 
law are met.  

Where the above conditions are not satisfied or the Barbados Revenue Authority 
determines that filing in Barbados is required under Barbados law, the local filing 
switch-off does not apply.    

Lodging the GIR in Barbados 

The GIR is expected to be submitted electronically to the Barbados Revenue Authority 
using the prescribed OECD XML schema and filing systems.    

Note that the current XML schema applies only to fiscal year 2024.   A revised XML 
schema is being developed by the OECD for the fiscal year 2025 and onwards. The 
GIR and XML Schema may be accessed at:   

GloBE Information Return (January 2025 update to version released July 2023) 
GloBE Information Return (Pillar Two) XML Schema 

Key points: 

 lodgment confirmation will generally be issued upon submission;  
 the GIR may undergo validation checks; and  
 notifications may be issued to the designated contact person.  

Where the GIR is lodged locally: 

 either  a Barbados constituent entity or a DFE may file; and  
 no foreign lodgment notification is required.  

The GIR is separate from the domestic Top-up Tax Return and any other domestic 
returns that may apply under Barbados law.  

Failure to Receive the GIR on Exchange 

Where a GIR is filed in a foreign jurisdiction under a central filing arrangement, the 

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/2025/01/tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-globe-information-return-january-2025_b03274ed.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/globe-information-return-pillar-two-xml-schema_c594935a-en.html
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Barbados Revenue Authority expects to receive the GIR through the applicable 
international exchange mechanism. 

A GIR filing obligation may arise in Barbados where: 

 the GIR is not exchanged with Barbados within the required timeframe;  
 the exchange agreement is not effective or is suspended;  
 there is a systemic failure affecting the exchange process; or  
 the GIR cannot be accessed or validated by the Barbados Revenue Authority.  

Where the GIR is not received on exchange, the Barbados Revenue Authority may 
also require:  

 submission of additional supporting information; or  
 confirmation that the foreign filing was completed correctly and on time.  

Exchange of GIR Information 

Barbados participates in international exchange mechanisms including: 

 the Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement on the Exchange of GloBE 
Information (GIR MCAA); and  

 bilateral exchange relationships under the OECD Inclusive Framework, where 
applicable.  

These arrangements facilitate the automatic exchange of GIR information between 
jurisdictions. 

Ongoing Obligations 

Even where the GIR is filed overseas: 

 Barbados constituent entities may still be required to file domestic returns; and  
 compliance with all local reporting and record-keeping obligations remains 

mandatory.  

Lodgment Due Dates (Barbados) 

The GIR, foreign lodgment notification, and any applicable domestic returns are 
generally required to be lodged: 

 within 18 months after the end of the first fiscal year in which the MNE group is 
within scope of the GloBE Rules; and  

 within 15 months after the end of each subsequent fiscal year.  

The extended 18-month filing period applies only to the first fiscal year in which the 
MNE group becomes subject to the GloBE Rules. 
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The Barbados Revenue Authority may issue administrative guidance regarding 
extensions for domestic returns. However: 

 no extension applies to the GIR; and  
 no extension applies to the foreign lodgment notification.  

Lodgment Due Dates for the First Fiscal Year 

Fiscal year-end date Lodgment due date 

31 December 2024 30 June 2026 

31 January 2025 31 July 2026 

28 February 2025 31 August 2026 

31 March 2025 30 September 2026 

30 April 2025 31 October 2026 

31 May 2025 30 November 2026 

30 June 2025 31 December 2026 

31 July 2025 31 January 2027 

31 August 2025 28 February 2027 

30 September 2025 31 March 2027 

31 October 2025 30 April 2027 

30 November 2025 31 May 2027 

Application in Barbados 

For Barbados purposes: 

 the constituent entity or the DFE is responsible for ensuring that the GIR is filed 
within the applicable deadline in the filing jurisdiction;  

 Barbados constituent entities must ensure that any required foreign lodgment 
notification is submitted to the Barbados Revenue Authority within the same 
timeframe; and  

 failure to meet the filing deadline in the foreign jurisdiction may result in local 
compliance action in Barbados.  

Penalties 

Failure to comply with obligations relating to the GIR or foreign lodgment notifications 
may result in penalties being applied in accordance with the provisions of the 
Corporation Top-Up Tax Act, 2024-16.  

Jurisdictions 

The following jurisdictions are expected to support central GIR filing arrangements 
before 31 May 2026: 
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 Australia  
 Austria  
 Barbados  
 Belgium  
 Bulgaria  
 Canada  
 Croatia  
 Czech Republic  
 Denmark  
 Finland  
 France  
 Germany  
 Gibraltar  
 Hungary  
 Ireland  
 Italy  

 Japan  
 Liechtenstein  
 Luxembourg  
 Netherlands  
 Norway  
 Portugal  
 Republic of Korea  
 Romania  
 Slovenia  
 South Africa  
 Spain  
 Sweden  
 Switzerland  
 Türkiye  
 United Kingdom 

 
Further Information 

This Guidance Note is intended to provide general administrative guidance and should 
be read together with: 

 the Corporation Top-Up Tax Act, 2024-16;  
 the OECD Model Rules;  
 OECD Administrative Guidance; and  
 related commentary issued by the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework.  

Taxpayers requiring clarification on the filing of the GIR or foreign lodgment notification 
may contact the Barbados Revenue Authority for further guidance. 

Policy Unit 
Office of the General Counsel and Policy 
Barbados Revenue Authority 
June 8 2026 


